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Introduction
The right to life is the fundamental basis on which the declaration of Human Rights was built
on. Without the protection of life, the existence of other rights seems redundant and
pointless. Stemming from hatred, misogynistic and sexist motives, the phenomenon of
femicides challenges women’s fundamental human right to life and infringes gender equality.

Why is it Important to Fight against Femicides?
One in three women all around the world, experience physical or sexual violence. Femicides
is one of the most extreme forms of gender-based violence which affects millions of women
worldwide. Especially in countries such in Latin America, women are not only harassed,
abused and murdered for no reason but their gender, but are blamed for that too. They have
no voice and no protection by the government; a government that puts their fundamental
human rights of a low priority and lacks of a system that can record each case so to prevent
more femicides from happening. The raise of awareness is important but there will be no
change if words are not put into action. It is important that no woman is deprived of her
fundamental rights to live as the immediate or long-term physical, sexual and mental
consequences of violence can be devastating not only for those who experience it but for the
rest of women that know that they could easily be in the place of the victim.
Femicides do not negatively impact the female sex alone, but the whole world. They affect
individuals, their community and society as a whole. Their existence has a huge effect a
variety of sectors such as the health care system and is responsible for losses in productivity
and women’s participation in the social life. It is important to tackle the ‘silent epidemic’ of
violence against them. For with strong individuals, one builds a strong community. Thus, it is
of utmost importance that the international community recognizes the paramount
significance of an issue as such gender-based violence and provides feasible and valuable
solutions to empower women in every aspect of their lives and put an end to the tragic and
continuously high numbers of femicides worldwide.
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Definition of Key Terms
Femicide
Femicide is defined as the “intentional killing of women and girls because they are females”.
It is perceived and characterized as an extreme form of violence and discrimination against
females because of their gender that affects 3 in 10 women worldwide.1

Historical Background of the Term Femicide
Femicide, was first introduced as a term in the England of the 19th century so to describe the
killing of women. Specifically, it was documented in a book called A Satirical View of London
at the Commencement of the Nineteenth Century, wrote by John Corry in 1801. However, it
was not until 1976 when the term was publicly reintroduced by Diana Russell, a feminist,
writer and activist, at the International Tribunal of Crimes Against Women. Her version of
defining the term was; “the murder of women by men motivated by hatred, contempt,
pleasure, or a sense of ownership of women” and the “misogynistic killing of women”. Thus
in 2012 she redefined the term as “the killing of one or more females by one or more males
because they are female”.
Up until today, there are more than one definition and meaning that are accepted to describe
femicides, that vary depending on the perspective with which each case is examined, the
social and cultural background as well as the country where the phenomenon occurs.

Types of Femicides
As it has been already mentioned, a femicide is defined as “the intentional killing of women
and girls because they are females”. Nonetheless, in the last decades there have been
proposed various typologies of femicides by researches. The two most distinguishable and
widely known ones are;

1

WHO, 1970. Understanding and addressing violence against women: Femicide. World Health Organization.
Available at: https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/77421 [Accessed May 5, 2022].
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Intimate Femicide: It refers to the killing of females by their current or former partners.
Researches that have been conducted by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine show that approximately 35% of all murders
of women are committed by an intimate partner. Of all those, a category that is said to be at
a higher risk of being victims of femicide are the pregnant women. Of course, in that case it is
not only the woman that is murdered but the unborn baby too.
Non-Intimate Femicide: It refers to the killing of women by men with whom they had never
had neither history nor past. This type of femicide usually involves sexual aggression and
although it happens randomly, it is very concerning as the number of women murdered is
extremely high. There are many examples of non-intimate femicide systematically observed
in Latin America for instance where during the last decade 400 women were murdered on the
Mexico-USA border.
Some subtypes of femicides due to which a lot cases of femicides are observed inter alia are
the culturally-framed femicides such the honour based femicide and the dowry-related
femicide, the femicide in the context of human trafficking etc.
Due to the pandemic, the restrictions and the lockdowns the whole humanity came across
the past years, the rates of femicides have dramatically increased. More specifically, more
than 50,000 women are being murdered every year due to the stay-at-home restrictions
that increase their isolation and lead to increasing chances of them being harassed, abused
or even murdered by their potentially abusive intimate partners.2

Femicides in the Private Sphere
Femicides can occur even in a woman’s close environment for a variety of motives and
reasons. There are some more specific forms of femicides that can be classified and identified
within the private sphere of women’s lives:

2

UN Women – Headquarters (2020): "The Shadow Pandemic: Violence against women during COVID-19",
Retrieved 2022-04-14.
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Intimate Femicides3
Femicides by intimate partner are more often referred to as intimate femicides and they are
some of the most documented cases as of current. An intimate femicide can be defined as
the murder of a woman by a former or current partner, usually after a history of domestic
violence and abuse. Studies have shown that women who attempt to flee an abusive
relationship and pregnant women alike are most at risk of being targeted. Additionally, early
findings of research by the World Health Organization (WHO) also indicate that there is a
significant discrepancy between the percentage of intimate homicides committed by women
(5%) and the percentage of those committed by men (35%). In other words, it appears that
men are more likely to murder their ex or current partners than women. Overall, not only do
intimate femicides constitute a considerable part of all femicide causes as of current, but they
are also destructive for people in the women’s close circle, for, often, women are not the sole
victims of intimate femicides. By-standers and children may be harmed or killed along the
way as well. Surviving children may also suffer trauma and the consequences of such an
experience.

Dowry deaths
Dowry deaths are murders of women by their partner or their partner’s family for an
insufficient or dissatisfying dowry. They are common in cultures where dowry, a monetary or
otherwise precious sum paid to the family of the groom by the family of the bride, is still
encouraged and enforced4. One such culture is India where, as official figures indicate,
approximately 6900 dowry murder cases were reported in 2020 alone5.

Honor Killings
Femicides in the name of honor are murders of women or girls that are believed to have
disgraced their family’s honor and integrity by their family members. Causes of disgrace in
such cases can be prostitution, sexual intercourse before marriage, rape and more. Honor
killings are perceived by the perpetrators as a way of protecting the dignity and the tradition
3

World Health Organization (2012). Understanding and addressing violence against women Femicide.
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/77421/WHO_RHR_12.38_eng.pdf.
4
Rights of Equality. (2019). How to Prevent Dowry Killing? https://www.rightsofequality.com/dowry-killingwhy-does-it-happen-and-how-can-we-prevent-it/.
5
Statista. (n.d.). India - reported dowry death cases 2018.
https://www.statista.com/statistics/632553/reported-dowry-death-cases-india/.
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of the family. At times, they are also used to conceal cases of incest, which can be considered
an indirect disgrace to the purity of the family. Although honor killings are most common in
the Middle East and South Asia, there are reports of such cases in migration regions in North
America, Europe and Australia. Furthermore, studies in the UK and Sweden have shown that,
at times, law enforcement and regional officials regard honor killings as ‘cultural practices’
and do not sufficiently or properly punish the perpetrators as a result.

Female Infanticides
In some cultures where female children are not celebrated, families, at times, kill their unborn
children or their infants. Female fetuses may be aborted, while infants are killed by means of
drowning, exposure to dangerous situations or neglect. In the case of infanticide, children
must be between the ages of 0 to 1.

Previous Actions to address the issue
There have been many noteworthy attempts to address this issue with a focus on domestic
violence, one of which is the Istanbul Convention. 6The Istanbul Convention, a human rights
treaty introduced in 2011, remains to be one of the most comprehensive conventions on the
prevention of violence against women. It encompassed the standards and ideas proposed in
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).
The Inter-American Model Law to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate the Violent Death of Women
was formulated in 2018 and focused, as its title suggests, on three different aspects of the
issue: prevention, prosecution and elimination of gender-based violence and its most
extreme form: femicides. It begins by recognizing and stating clearly that gender-based
violence and femicides are direct violations of the human rights of women and proposes a
multitude of ways to address the issue multilaterally.

6

Edf, 2021. The Istanbul Convention. European Disability Forum. Available at: https://www.edf-feph.org/theistanbul-convention/ [Accessed May 3, 2022].
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Several United Nations bodies that have approached and tended to the issue of femicides in
the more private sectors include:

United Nations Women/UN Women
UN Women has focused on, not only enhancing preventive measures of femicide but also
facilitating the prosecution of the perpetrators of femicides and gender-based violence. This
is achieved by encouraging women who have been victims to assault or know someone else
who has been to speak up. For this, a safe and welcoming environment is necessary, which
UN Women has dedicated their efforts to create. 7In addition, UN Women has contributed to
the amelioration of investigation methods of gender-based crimes and the identification of
discriminatory elements that lead or encourage such crimes. A more specific example would
be their mission in Mexico where a number of studies were conducted where data from
recent reports of femicides, especially intimate femicides, within the country were gathered.

United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
The UNODC complemented the efforts of UN Women in Mexico by providing more in-depth
training of police officers into the investigation of homicides from a gender-based approach.
The UNODC has also compiled data analysis reports on femicides that include the rates and
forms of femicides and the characteristics of the victims and the perpetrators with a focus on
gender stereotypes and perspectives. Additionally, the UNODC has been invited to mediate
the collaboration of Member States and civil organizations on matters of the elimination of
gender-based violence, and improve femicide investigation protocols. The UNODC’s
contribution is highly significant in the private sphere of femicides, seeing as a lot of their
research and guidance has been focused on intimate partner femicides or femicides within
the home.

7

UN Women. (2019b). Ending violence against women: Creating safe public spaces.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/creating-safe-public-spaces.
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Femicides in the Public Sphere
There is also a more public scope on the issue of femicides. Forms of femicide identified within
the public scope are usually socially or politically motivated. They are deaths of women
influenced in one way or another by beliefs imposed by society or affected by a
country’s/culture’s context.

Witch hunts
Witch hunts are especially common in places like India where there is heavy superstition.
Witch hunts are, more specifically, murders of women that are believed to be witches and,
thus, evil. This kind of femicide is also linked to gender inequality and gender stereotyping:
when men perform healing practices, they are praised for their goodwill and talent, whereas
when women perform healing practices, they are deemed witches and deserving of
persecution.

Religious killings
Religious killings are femicides motivated by religious beliefs, practices or personal
interpretations. While not all religions encourage violent beliefs, certain misguided
interpretations of them may lead to abuse and murder of women.

Politically-motivated femicides
These are femicides led by an aversion to a woman’s political orientation. This can include not
only her political beliefs, but how ‘active’ she is in society. Female activists in favor of certain
movements such as feminism are targeted for their beliefs, which others do not agree with
or condone. Women who are actively engaged in politics may be exposed to more risk factors
of femicide.
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Racial Femicides
Racial femicides are motivated by racist beliefs and accentuated by a potential aversion to
her ethnic or genetic characteristics. It is a result of the hatred of a woman’s racial origins.

Transphobic and Homophobic Femicides8
Femicides of this sort can be separated into two sub-topics but stem from the same
inflexibility in the face of diversity. Femicides of lesbians are motivated by feelings of
homophobia and can be intentional or a result of corrective rape taken too far. Corrective
rape is the process by which homosexual women are raped so that they revert back to being
heterosexual. In extreme cases of corrective rape, women may die. Femicides of transgender
women, better called transfemicides, are motivated by feelings of transphobia. Victims of this
kind of violence are, as studies reveal, predominantly sex workers or transgender women of
color. Transfemicides may, as such, be sometimes fueled by racist beliefs as well.

Previous Actions to address the issue
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
The OHCHR has launched an initiative called Femicide Watch, the aim of which is to gather
comparable data on femicides on a local and global level. 9The data is then analyzed and
processed by national organizations and bodies from a human rights point of view. In an
interview of the 2015 Special Rapporteur, Member States were encouraged to participate in
the Femicide Watch initiative which has made significant progress in developing more
measures to gather the necessary data. This initiative has also inspired many regional

8

Submission to the Special Rapporteur on violence against women. (2021).
https://ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/SR/Femicide/2021-submissions/CSOs/the-international-lesbiangay.pdf
9
OHCHR. (n.d.). OHCHR | Femicide Watch Initiative. https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/srviolence-against-women/femicide-watch-initiative
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advances on the resolution of the issue such as the Model Law on the Prevention, Punishment
and Eradication of the Gender-Related Killing of Women and Girls.

United Nations post-conflict missions
Post-conflict countries suffer from a variety of issues because they are left in a state of
instability after war. Lack of political and legal stability and structure can lead to an increase
in femicide rates and a decrease in prosecution of the perpetrators. As such, United Nations
missions in post-war or unstable countries can provide the necessary technical support in that
regard as well. An example of this would be the advice and support on the establishment of
a special court for the prosecution of perpetrators who have committed femicides or genderbased violence in Liberia.

UN Women
While UN Women has had a major contribution to the amelioration of femicides in the private
sphere, it has also attended to the public sphere with the global initiative: Safe Cities and Safe
Public Spaces. Through this initiative, they are raising awareness on the issue of femicides and
working on the creation of more secure public spaces for women. In collaboration with
several other organizations, this initiative has focused and continues to focus on new ways to
prevent sexual harassment and femicides of women in public spaces and environments.
Another initiative that UN Women has recognized and collaborated with is the Spotlight
Initiative.10

Spotlight Initiative11
The Spotlight Initiative was created and introduced by the European Union and the United
Nations adopted in 2017 focuses broadly on eliminating all forms of violence against women.
It is so called because it aims to bring the issue of gender-based violence into the spotlight

10

UN Women. (2019b). Ending violence against women: Creating safe public spaces.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/creating-safe-public-spaces.
11
www.un.org. (n.d.). The Spotlight Initiative. https://www.un.org/en/spotlight-initiative/.
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and make more focused efforts towards its resolution as indicated by the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
Other missions that have contributed to the resolution of this issue would be the efforts of
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

12

The UNFPA has addressed a variety of

harmful practices and violence towards women and provided technical assistance for the
implementation of legislation programs for the prosecution of perpetrators of gender-based
violence in more than 156 countries.13

The phenomenon around the world
The complex phenomenon of femicides is not a new issue. Gender based violence has existed
for centuries and the fundamental rights of women have been infringed upon ever since. It is
important that no woman is deprived of her fundamental rights to live as the immediate or
long-term physical, sexual and mental consequences of violence can be devastating not only
for those who experience it but for the rest of women that know that they could easily be in
the place of the victim. But femicides do not negatively impact individual women only, but
the entirety of society. One could argue that femicides are the most extreme consequence of
internalized misogyny and sexism. In a society where equality should prevail it is unacceptable
to remain inactive about such an issue that threatens the social cohesion and thus the stability
and further development of the community.

12

United Nations Population Fund. (n.d.). Gender-based violence. https://www.unfpa.org/gender-basedviolence#readmore-expand.
13
UNODC. (n.d.). Recommendations for action against gender-related killing of women and girls.
https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/GRK_eBook.pdf.
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Figure 1:UNODC, Global Study on Homicide (2018)

Femicides in Latin America
Latin America is a region where many cases of femicides take place mostly in countries such
as but not limited to Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala. In fact, it is a region that
includes 5 of the 12 countries with the highest reports of femicides worldwide. In Latin
America, women are usually to be blamed for being out late or for lounging around at
“questionable” areas as clubs if an incident that could lead to or led to a femicide occurs. For
instance, only in Guatemala and between 2000 and 2010, more than five thousand
Guatemalan female murders were reported revealing the long history of acceptance of this
gender-based violence and the problematic legislation of the country that considers women
rights protection a low and secondary priority. Of course, the image of the situation in
Guatemala represents most countries in Latin America where there is a clear lack of an
organized system that exists not only to report the cases but to protect the potential victims
of femicides and raise awareness on the matter as well.14

14

Atlantic Council (2020): "Women protest for their lives: Fighting femicide in Latin America". 2020-02-24.
Retrieved 2021-11-13.
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Figure 2:ECLAC; Oxford Analytica 2020

Femicides in Asia
When it comes to the Asian continent, extremely prominent is the occurrence of femicides in
India, where strong patriarchal norms, despite the presence of a legal framework against it,
allow the mishandling of the female sex, resulting in high numbers of honor killings, dowry
murders and generally fatal gender- based violence.15
Another worrying aspect of the issue of rising femicides rates, is Turkey’s withdrawal from
the Istanbul Convention, the world’s leading international human rights treaty that focuses
specifically on gender-based violence.16This opens the leeway for disregards of women’s
human rights and “cancels” any progress that had been made in recent years to eradicate
false and backwards perceptions regarding gender and equality in Turkey.

15

Journals Of India (2021): Fighting femicide.. Available at: https://journalsofindia.com/fighting-femicide/
[Accessed April 23, 2022].
16
“Why Turkey’s withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention is a global problem, 2 June 2021 | openDemocracy”
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/can-europe-makeit/why-turkeys-withdrawal-from-the-istanbulconvention-is-a-global-problem/
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Femicides in Europe
The European continent is not immune to the phenomenon of femicides either. In fact, they
are a common occurrence in many countries with statistics showing France, Germany, Poland,
Belgium the top five areas of gender-based violence. 17

Femicides in Africa
Africa is unfortunately not an exception when it comes to femicides and presence of genderbased violence. As is the case with Latin America, Europe and Asia, the occurrence of such
incidents is frequent and alarming. South Africa, however, stands out with statistical data
showcasing an average of seven murders a day.18

Addressing the Issue
During the conference, delegates will be expected to form alliances based on their bloc
positions that will allow them to work efficiently to resolve the issue at hand19. To address
the challenge posed, they must consider the pressing questions relating to the three different
areas of focus, namely the rise of the phenomenon in the private /public sphere, the main
causes of femicides and the disregard of Human Rights and International Conventions. Thus,
delegates must propose measures that will strengthen a country’s resistance to harmful
stereotypes and gender roles, as well as protect women and promote equality.

17

Statista, 2022. Femicide in the EU 2020. Statista. Available at:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1096116/femicide-in-europe-in-2018/ [Accessed May 4, 2022].
18
Van Dyk, J. et al., 2021. #sayhername: The Faces of South Africa's femicide epidemic. The Mail &amp;
Guardian. Available at: https://mg.co.za/health/2021-04-14-sayhername-the-faces-of-south-africas-femicideepidemic/ [Accessed May 1, 2022].
19

The data brought forward from delegates when it comes to their country’s position need to be in agreement

with their domestic policies (for instance: delegates cannot cite sources that are considered biased or unreliable
by their country, e.g. DPR Korea cannot rely on BBC/ CNN etc. as news/facts sources, due to the fact that the
presented findings do not correspond to their national news broadcasts or country facts.). Facts deriving from
international organizations’ reports such as the United Nations, North Atlantic Treaty Organization etc. are
considered credible and accepted by the conference.
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Specifically, to tackle the issue of femicides, one should consider the following questions as
guidance:
•

Is it important to differentiate the various types of femicide when drafting clauses?

•

Will measures regarding the improvement of the socioeconomic situation of the
affected communities, contribute to the decrease of gender- based violence?

•

Should resolutions include measures regarding justice reforms, reinforcement of
already existing laws, introduction of new legislature to ensure perpetrator
accountability?

•

How can access to justice be facilitated?

•

Do you believe that the recognition of misogyny as a hate crime will hinder the
increase of femicide rates?

•

Is raising awareness and promoting education regarding negative gender stereotypes
an effective measure to tackle gender-based violence with?

Conclusion
Each time a woman is killed without previous judgment affording all judicial guarantees, a
strike against basic human rights and equality occurs. Bearing all the aforementioned in mind,
one can safely conclude that the issue of femicides has become a pressing reality for the
international community and must not be tolerated any longer. Abiding by the International
Human Rights Law must become “an obligation” to state actors, rather than a selective
decision on their part. It is high time Universal Human Rights were protected and due process
of the law followed. Therefore, the United Nations Member States need to respond to the
threat posed by the phenomenon of femicides by taking stronger steps and working towards
common and clear legal grounds, steadily eradicating the phenomenon.
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